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(57) ABSTRACT

An image-reading apparatus includes a light source unit that
includes, a light source section on which a plurality of light-
emitting elements that emit light toward a medium whose
image is read by an image-capturing unit are arranged in a
main-scanning direction, and a diffusion unit that diffuses
therein the light emitted from the light-emitting elements,
wherein a rib provided in a frame of the image-reading appa-
ratus, the rib being capable of being fitted with a cutout
portion, the light source section includes a connector pro-
vided at one end of the main-scanning direction and the cutout
portion provided at the other end of the main-scanning direc-
tion, the diffusion unit has a shape through which the light
source section is inserted, and a size of the diffusion unit in the
main-scanning direction is equal to or shorter than a distance
between the connector and the cutout portion.

5 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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LIGHT SOURCE UNIT OF IMAGE-READING
APPARATUS AND IMAGE-READING
APPARATUS WITH LIGHT SOURCE UNIT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2013-199930,
filed Sep. 26, 2013, the entire contents of which are incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a light source unit of an
image-reading apparatus and an image-reading apparatus
with the light source unit.

2. Description of the Related Art

Conventionally, as a light source of an image-reading appa-
ratus, a configuration in which a plurality of light-emitting
elements, such as light-emitting diodes (LEDs), are arranged
in a straight line along a main-scanning direction has been
known (for example, refer to Japanese Laid-open Patent Pub-
lication No. 2009-277551).

When performing reduction of sizes of an image-reading
apparatus to which the above-described light source is
applied, since a mounting space for the light source is very
small, light emitted onto a medium to be lighted cannot be
fully diffused, which could lead to generation of a ripple or
illuminance unevenness. When the medium is read with the
image-reading apparatus in such a condition, an image ripple
of a striped pattern depending on a pitch between the light-
emitting elements will also be generated in the generated read
image of the medium.

The present invention has been made in view of the afore-
mentioned problems, and an object of the present invention is
to provide a light source unit of an image-reading apparatus
and an image-reading apparatus with the light source unit
having a configuration in which a plurality of light-emitting
elements are arranged in a straight line to suppress generation
of a ripple in light emitted linearly onto the medium to be
lighted.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to at least partially
solve the problems in the conventional technology. According
to an aspect of the present invention, a light source unit of an
image-reading apparatus includes a light source section on
which a plurality of light-emitting elements that emit light
toward a medium whose image is read by an image-capturing
unit are arranged in a main-scanning direction, and a diffu-
sion unit that transmits and diffuses therein the light emitted
from the light-emitting elements. A pattern for suppressing
emission of light to an outside is formed at a position opposite
each of the plurality of light-emitting elements in the diffu-
sion unit.

The above and other objects, features, advantages and tech-
nical and industrial significance of this invention will be
better understood by reading the following detailed descrip-
tion of presently preferred embodiments of the invention,
when considered in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings.
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2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a vertical sectional view illustrating a schematic
configuration of an image-reading apparatus to which a light
source unit according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion is applied;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged view of a vicinity of the light source
unit in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a schematic view of the light source unit in FIGS.
1 and 2;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the light source unit accord-
ing to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of an LED array substrate and
an LED diffusion case which are components of the light
source unit illustrated in FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a relationship between an
arrangement of each LED on the LED array substrate and an
arrangement of a pattern on the LED diffusion case of FIG. 5;

FIG. 7 is a schematic view for illustrating an allowable
range of a deviation of a central position (deviation of a
center) of the pattern relative to an optical axis of the LED;

FIG. 8 is an exploded perspective view for illustrating
assembly of the light source unit to the image-reading appa-
ratus;

FIG. 9 is a perspective view illustrating a state in which
each component illustrated in FIG. 8 is assembled to a frame;

FIG. 10 is a perspective view illustrating a fitting portion
between a cutout portion of the light source unit and a rib of
the frame in a state where the light source unit is assembled to
the frame;

FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating RGB gradation of medium
image data generated in a medium-reading device without a
pattern in a diffusion unit as a comparative example;

FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating RGB gradation of medium
image data generated in a medium-reading device with a
pattern in a diffusion unit according to the present embodi-
ment; and

FIG. 13 is a schematic view illustrating a variation of a
pattern shape printed on the diffusion unit of the LED diffu-
sion case.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

An embodiment of a light source unit of an image-reading
apparatus and an image-reading apparatus with the light
source unit according to the present invention will be
described below with reference to the drawings. In the fol-
lowing drawings, identical or equivalent parts are provided
with identical reference numbers, and the description thereof
is not repeated.

Embodiment

First, a configuration of an image-reading apparatus 100 to
which light source units 9 and 15 according to the present
embodiment are applied will be described with reference to
FIGS. 1to 3. FIG. 1 is a longitudinal sectional view illustrat-
ing a schematic configuration of the image-reading apparatus
to which the light source unit according to the embodiment of
the present invention is applied, FIG. 2 is an enlarged view of
a vicinity of the light source unit in FIG. 1, and FIG. 3 is a
schematic view of the light source unit in FIGS. 1 and 2. In the
following description, a leftward direction of FIG. 1 is repre-
sented as “front side”, and a rightward direction is repre-
sented as “back side” of the image-reading apparatus 100. An
upward direction of FIG. 1 is represented as an upper side,
and a downward direction is represented as a lower side of the
image-reading apparatus 100.
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The image-reading apparatus 100 is an apparatus config-
ured to read a medium to be read and generate image data of
the medium. The present embodiment will be described by
exemplifying a scanner device. The medium includes, for
example, a reading object in the form of a sheet, such as a
manuscript and a business card, and a recording medium in
the form of a sheet, such as a printing paper and a flat paper.
As illustrated in FIG. 1, the image-reading apparatus 100
includes a shooter 1, a medium feeding unit 2, a conveying
roller 3, a first image-reading unit 4, a second image-reading
unit 5, and a stacker 6.

The shooter 1 is provided on the back side of the image-
reading apparatus 100. The shooter 1 is a mounting stand and
a plurality of media are mounted in a pile on a mounting
surface 1a. The medium feeding unit 2 sends out the medium
mounted in the shooter 1 one by one in a medium conveying
direction from the back side to the front side. The conveying
roller 3 conveys the medium sent out from the medium feed-
ing unit 2 in the medium conveying direction. The first image-
reading unit 4 reads an image of a front surface (upper side
surface) of the medium and generates image data of the front
surface of the medium. The second image-reading unit 5
reads an image of a back surface (lower side surface) of the
medium and generates image data of the back surface of the
medium. The stacker 6 is provided in the front side of the
image-reading apparatus 100. The medium with the image
read by the image-reading units 4 and 5 is discharged to the
front side of the image-reading apparatus 100 by the convey-
ing roller 3, and is mounted on the stacker 6. That is, the
image-reading apparatus 100 is an automatic paper-feeding
scanner configured to shift the medium relative to the first
image-reading unit 4 and the second image-reading unit 5 by
shifting the medium to be read in the medium conveying
direction.

The medium feeding unit 2 includes a pick roller 7 and a
brake roller 8. The pick roller 7 is a delivery unit configured to
send out the medium mounted in the shooter 1 in the medium
conveying direction. The brake roller 8 is disposed to be
pressed against the pick roller 7. The brake roller 8 is a
separation unit configured to separate a plurality of overlap-
ping media to prevent double feeding when the plurality of
media are sent out overlapping by the pick roller 7.

The image-reading apparatus 100 includes a body unit
100a, which is to be installed on an installation plane such as
ona surface ofa desk, and arotating unit 1005 disposed on the
upper side of the body unit 100a. The rotating unit 1005 is
rotatably supported relative to the body unit 1004 and capable
of rotating in an opening-or-closing direction as illustrated in
FIG. 1. The opening-or-closing direction of the rotating unit
10054 is a rotating direction orthogonal to the medium con-
veying direction, and a direction centered on a rotational axis
parallel to the installation plane on which the image-reading
apparatus 100 is installed. The rotational axis of the rotating
unit 1005 is disposed parallel to rotation axes of the pick roller
7 and the brake roller 8 of the medium feeding unit 2, and a
rotation axis of the conveying roller 3. As illustrated in FIG. 1,
the pick roller 7 of the medium feeding unit 2 and the second
image-reading unit 5 are provided in the body unit 100a. The
brake roller 8 of the medium feeding unit 2 and the first
image-reading unit 4 are provided in the rotating unit 1005.
That is, in the image-reading apparatus 100, a conveying
route for conveying the medium in the medium conveying
direction from the shooter 1 on the back side to the stacker 6
onthe front side is provided so that the conveying route passes
between the body unit 100q and the rotating unit 1005, that is,
between the pick roller 7 and the brake roller 8 of the medium
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feeding unit 2, and further passes between the first image-
reading unit 4 and the second image-reading unit 5.

The first image-reading unit 4 and the second image-read-
ing unit 5 are provided at opposite sides with each other with
respect to the conveying route of the medium so as to be
opposed to each other. The first image-reading unit 4 is pro-
vided on the upper side of the medium conveying route and
reads an image of the front surface (upper side surface) of'the
medium conveyed in the medium conveying direction along
the conveying route, as described above. The second image-
reading unit 5 is provided on the lower side of the medium
conveying route and reads an image of the back surface (lower
side surface) of the medium conveyed in the medium convey-
ing direction along the conveying route. The first image-
reading unit 4 and the second image-reading unit 5 read an
image of'the front surface and the back surface of the medium
conveyed in the medium conveying direction along the con-
veying route, in which a direction orthogonal to the medium
conveying direction and parallel to the installation plane on
which the image-reading apparatus 100 is installed is defined
as a main-scanning direction, and the medium conveying
direction is defined as a sub-scanning direction.

The first image-reading unit 4 includes the light source unit
9, mirrors 10a, 105, 10¢, and 10d, a lens 11, and an image
sensor 12 (image capturing unit) as illustrated in FIG. 1. The
light source unit 9 is disposed so as to directly emit light
toward the conveying route from the upper side along the
main-scanning direction, and when the medium exists in the
conveying route, the light source unit 9 directly emits light
toward the front surface of the medium along the main-scan-
ning direction. The light emitted from the light source unit 9
onto the front surface of the medium is introduced into, or
incident on, the lens 11 via the mirror 104, the mirror 105, the
mirror 10c, and the mirror 10d after being reflected on the
front surface of the medium. The lens 11 causes an image of
the medium front surface to be focused on the image sensor
12 by the light passing therethrough which is emitted from the
light source unit 9 and reflected on the medium front surface.
The image sensor 12 is a line sensor with a plurality of sensor
elements disposed in a straight line in the main-scanning
direction. The image sensor 12 generates a line image of the
medium front surface along the main-scanning direction
depending on incident light through the lens 11. Then, the line
images of the whole medium front surface are generated by
shifting the medium in the medium conveying direction (sub-
scanning direction). The image data of the medium front
surface is generated by synthesizing the line images.

The second image-reading unit 5 includes the light source
unit 15, mirrors 16a, 165, 16¢, and 164, a lens 17, and an
image sensor 18 (image capturing unit) as illustrated in FIG.
1. The light source unit 15 is disposed so as to directly emit
light toward the conveying route from the lower side along the
main-scanning direction, and when the medium exists in the
conveying route, the light source unit 15 directly emits light
toward the back surface of the medium along the main-scan-
ning direction. The light emitted from the light source unit 15
onto the back surface of the medium is introduced into, or
incident on, the lens 17 via the mirror 164, the mirror 165, the
mirror 16¢, and the mirror 16d after being reflected on the
back surface of the medium. The lens 17 causes an image of
the medium back surface to be focused on the image sensor 18
by the light passing therethrough which is emitted from the
light source unit 15 and reflected on the medium back surface.
The image sensor 18 is a line sensor with a plurality of sensor
elements disposed in a straight line in the main-scanning
direction. The image sensor 18 generates a line image of the
medium back surface along the main-scanning direction
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depending on incident light through the lens 17. Then, the line
images of the whole medium back surface are generated by
shifting the medium in the medium conveying direction (sub-
scanning direction). The image data of the medium back
surface is generated by synthesizing the line images.

The light source unit 9 of the first image-reading unit 4 and
the light source unit 15 of the second image-reading unit 5
each include similar components, and as illustrated in FIGS.
2 and 3, each include an LED array substrate 21 (light source
section) and an LED diffusion case 22. A plurality of LEDs 23
as light-emitting elements configured to emit light toward the
medium are arranged in the main-scanning direction in a
straight line on the LED array substrate 21 (refer to FIG. 5).
The light source units 9 and 15 are LED array lighting con-
figured so that the plurality of LEDs 23 emit light toward the
medium linearly in the main-scanning direction.

The LED diffusion case 22 is disposed so as to cover a
periphery of the LED array substrate 21 along the longitudi-
nal direction (refer to FIG. 4). As illustrated in FIG. 3, the
LED diffusion case 22 has a diffusion unit 224 for transmit-
ting the light emitted from the LED 23 and diffusing the light
therein over a region in which the light is to be emitted onto
the medium, between the LED 23 and the conveying route of
the medium on the optical axis of the LED 23. The diffusion
unit 22a can emit the light emitted from the LED 23 toward
the optical axis onto the medium, after widening an emission
region to a predetermined range in the main-scanning direc-
tion. Similarly, the diffusion unit 22¢ may widen an emission
region to a predetermined range in the sub-scanning direction
and then emit the light emitted from the LED 23 toward the
optical axis onto the medium. In this way, the diffusion unit
22a can disperse the light emitted from the LED 23 toward the
optical axis uniformly in a wide range, and emit the light onto
the medium. Different from other portions of the LED diffu-
sion case 22, the diffusion unit 22« has a thickness for diffu-
sion to realize a predetermined optical diffusion.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, the light emitted from the LED 23
is emitted onto the medium after diffused to a predetermined
emission range by the diffusion unit 22a. Then, the light
reflected by the medium is guided to the mirror 10q in a case
of'the first image-reading unit 4, guided to the mirror 16a in a
case of the second image-reading unit 5, and, as described
above, used for an image reading process of the front surface
and the back surface of the medium.

In order to decrease the size of the apparatus or the image-
reading unit, as illustrated in FIG. 3, the image-reading appa-
ratus 100 according to the present embodiment is configured
to emit the light emitted from the light source units 9 and 15
directly toward the medium, that is, directly emit the light
from the light source units 9 and 15 onto the medium. Simi-
larly, a possible configuration for size reduction is a configu-
ration to emit light reflected via reflection means (reflected
light), such as a mirror, onto the medium after emitted from a
light source. The configuration according to the present
embodiment to emit light directly onto the medium, which
does notreflect the light emitted onto the medium (hereinafter
denoted as “emitted light™), can decrease loss of a light quan-
tity of the emitted light, and can utilize the light quantity of the
emitted light more efficiently as compared with the configu-
ration to emit reflected light onto the medium. In addition, a
shorter optical path length allows design of a compact unit
and reduction of the size of the image-reading apparatus 100
and the image-reading unit more optimally.

In order to suppress the generation of a ripple or illumi-
nance unevenness of the emitted light, the present embodi-
ment is configured so that, on the optical axis of each LED 23
of'the LED array substrate 21 as described above, the diffu-
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6

sion unit 22a is disposed between the LED 23 and the medium
conveying route, and the light emitted from each LED 23 is
emitted onto the medium after the emission region is
extended. However, since the optical path length between
each LED 23 of the light source units 9 and 15 and the
medium is configured to be short because of the reduced size
of the image-reading apparatus 100, diffusion of the emitted
light may be insufficient only by the function of the diffusion
unit 22a, illuminance of the emitted light may be uneven, and
the ripple may not be completely suppressed. Therefore, in
the present embodiment, in order to suppress the ripple more
optimally, a pattern 24 is formed for suppressing emission of
the light from the diffusion unit 224 to the outside, and sup-
pressing ripple generation at positions opposite each of the
plurality of LEDs 23 of the LED array substrate 21 on the
diffusion unit 22a of the light source units 9 and 15.

The description of the configuration of the light source
units 9 and 15 of the present embodiment will focus on the
pattern 24 in further detail with reference to FIGS. 4to 7. F1G.
4 is a perspective view of the light source unit according to the
embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 5 is a perspective
view of the LED array substrate and the LED diffusion case
which are components of the light source unit illustrated in
FIG. 4. FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a relationship between
an arrangement of each LED on the LED array substrate of
FIG. 5, and an arrangement of the pattern on the LED diffu-
sion case. FIG. 7 is a schematic view for illustrating an allow-
able range of a deviation of a central position (deviation of a
center) of the pattern relative to the optical axis of the LED.

As illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 5, the LED diffusion case 22
is a tubular member, and the LED array substrate 21 can be
accommodated therein from an opening of an end face of the
LED diffusion case 22. In the diffusion unit 224 of the LED
diffusion case 22, on the outer surface which is a surface on
the side to face the medium, the pattern 24 is printed at a
position through which the optical axis of each LED 23 passes
when the LED array substrate 21 is accommodated.

As illustrated in FIG. 6, the pattern 24 is printed so as to
coincide with an arrangement pitch of the LED 23. In other
words, the pattern 24 is disposed so that the central position of
the pattern shape coincides with the position through which
the optical axis of each LED 23 passes in a condition in which
the LED array substrate 21 is accommodated in the LED
diffusion case 22, as illustrated in FIG. 7. That is, the pattern
24 is configured so as to suppress illuminance unevenness of
the emitted light by partially suppressing emission of the light
emitted from the diffusion unit 22a onto the medium in a
vicinity of the optical axis of each LED 23 where the illumi-
nance of the emitted light is higher.

In addition, the pattern 24 is formed so that the degree of
suppression of the quantity of emitted light from the diffusion
unit 22a to the outside decreases with distance from the
central position of the pattern shape, that is, the position
through which the optical axis of the LED 23 passes in the
main-scanning direction. Similarly, the pattern 24 is formed
so that the degree of suppression of the quantity of emitted
light from the diffusion unit 224 to the outside decreases with
distance from the central position of the pattern shape, that is,
the position through which the optical axis of the LED 23
passes in the sub-scanning direction. “Decrease of the degree
of'suppression” mentioned above means increase of transmit-
tance of light from the diffusion unit 22« to the outside by, for
example, changing properties of the pattern, such as color,
density, shape, arrangement, and area occupancy rate. That is,
the pattern 24 is configured so that attenuation of the quantity
of the emitted light from the diffusion unit 22a to the outside
can be smoothly increased and the quantity of emission can be
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attenuated most significantly in the central position of the
pattern shape in each of the main-scanning direction and the
sub-scanning direction, as approaching the central position of
the pattern shape.

In order to satisfy the above-described pattern-forming
conditions, in the present embodiment, the pattern 24 is
formed by halftone dot-printing so that halftone dots are
disposed in a rhombus shape. More particularly, as illustrated
in FIG. 7, the pattern 24 is a dot pattern which includes
diagonal lines along the main scanning direction and the
sub-scanning direction and a plurality of halftone dots or dots
(points) disposed at meshes inside the rhombus whose inter-
sectional point of the diagonal lines is a position through
which the optical axis of the LED 23 passes. Each of the
halftone dots which form the pattern 24 is all circular with an
identical area. In the pattern 24 of the present embodiment, as
illustrated in FIG. 7, three dots 27a, which is the maximum
number, are disposed on the diagonal line, which the optical
axis of the LED 23 passes, along the sub-scanning direction,
two dots 275 are disposed at positions spaced from the diago-
nal line by a predetermined distance on both sides in the
main-scanning direction, and one dot 27¢ is disposed at a
position further spaced by the predetermined distance. That
is, in the present embodiment, the degree of suppressing
emission of the light from the diffusion unit 22a to the outside
thereof in the main-scanning direction is decreased smoothly
by reducing the number of the dots one by one along the
main-scanning direction from the position through which the
optical axis of the LED 23 passes. Similarly, the degree of
suppressing emission of the light from the diffusion unit 224
to the outside thereof in the sub-scanning direction is
decreased smoothly by reducing the number of the dots one
by one along the sub-scanning direction from the position
through which the optical axis of the LED 23 passes.

In the present embodiment, formation of such a rhombus-
shaped pattern 24 allows partial suppression of emission of
the light emitted from the diffusion unit 22a onto the medium
in the vicinity of the optical axis of each LED 23 where the
illuminance of the emitted light is larger. In addition, attenu-
ation of the emission quantity of the light from the diffusion
unit 224 to the outside thereof can be increased smoothly as
approaching the central position of the pattern shape in each
of the main-scanning direction and the sub-scanning direc-
tion, and the emission quantity can be most significantly
attenuated in the central position. Therefore, illuminance
unevenness of the emitted light can be further suppressed and
generation of the ripple can be further suppressed.

Furthermore, in the main-scanning direction, the deviation
of'the central position (hereinafter also denoted as “deviation
of'a center”) of the pattern shape relative to the position of the
optical axis of the LED 23 is allowed in a predetermined
allowable range A illustrated in FIG. 7 by forming the pattern
24 in such a halftone dot-printing rhombus shape. That is,
even if the central position of the pattern shape of the pattern
24 deviates from the optical-axis position of the LED 23
within the allowable range A in the main-scanning direction,
the ripple suppression effect similar to that in a case where the
central position of the pattern shape coincides with the opti-
cal-axis position of the LED 23 can be provided. The allow-
able range A mentioned above refers to a distance from a
central position of the dot 27a to a position of the side closest
to the dot 27a out of the periphery of the dot 275 as illustrated
in FIG. 7. Similarly, the deviation of the center in the sub-
scanning direction is also allowed within the predetermined
allowable range based on the dot distance of the pattern 24.
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This may sufficiently allow variations at the time of manu-
facturing and assembly of the LED array substrate 21 and the
LED diffusion case 22.

The area occupancy rate of the halftone dots in the shape of
the pattern 24 (also referred to as “halftone dot density” or
“halftone dot rate™) is optimally approximately 50 to 60%, for
example. The rhombus shape of the pattern 24 is optimally
configured so that the diagonal line of the main-scanning
direction is a major axis and the diagonal line of the sub-
scanning direction is a minor axis, which makes the attenua-
tion range of the light in the main-scanning direction rela-
tively wider to allow optimal suppression of ripple generation
in the main-scanning direction.

Next, with reference to FIGS. 5 and 6 and FIGS. 8 to 10,
and making the light source unit 9 of the first image-reading
unit 4 as an example, assembly of the light source units 9 and
15 to the image-reading apparatus 100 will be described. FIG.
8 is an exploded perspective view for illustrating assembly of
the light source unit to the image-reading apparatus. FIG. 9 is
a perspective view illustrating a state in which each compo-
nent illustrated in FIG. 8 is assembled to the frame. FIG. 101s
a perspective view illustrating a fitting portion of a cutout
portion of the light source unit and a rib of a frame in a state
in which the light source unit is assembled to the frame.

As illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 6, in addition to the plurality
of LEDs 23, a connector 25 is provided at one end of the
main-scanning direction, and a cutout portion 26 is provided
at the other end in the LED array substrate 21 of the light
source units 9 and 15. The connector 25 supplies a power to
the LED array substrate 21. In addition, the connector 25 is
disposed so as to be capable of being brought into contact
with an end face of the LED diffusion case 22 when the LED
array substrate 21 is inserted into the LED diffusion case 22.
That is, when the LED array substrate 21 is inserted into the
LED diftusion case 22 until the end face of the LED diffusion
case 22 contacts the connector 25, a shift of the LED diffusion
case 22 relative to the LED array substrate 21 toward the
connector 25 in the main-scanning direction can be restricted.
This facilitates alignment of the LED 23 on the LED array
substrate 21 with the suppression pattern 24 on the LED
diffusion case 22.

The size of the LED diffusion case 22 in the main-scanning
direction is equal to or shorter than a distance between the
connector 25 and the cutout portion 26. Therefore, the cutout
portion 26 is provided at a position where the cutout portion
26 is exposed from the LED diffusion case 22 when the LED
array substrate 21 is inserted into the LED diffusion case 22.
The cutout portion 26 is configured so that the LED array
substrate 21 is fixed to a frame 100¢ of the image-reading
apparatus 100 to improve the smooth assembly when the light
source units 9 and 15 are assembled to the image-reading
apparatus 100.

As illustrated in FIGS. 8 and 10, a protruding rib 1004 is
provided in the frame 100c¢ of the image-reading apparatus
100 (rotating unit 1005) at a position opposite to the cutout
portion 26 when the light source unit 9 of the first image-
reading unit 4 is assembled. Since the position at which the
light source unit 9 is assembled to the image-reading appara-
tus 100 can be easily determined by fitting the cutout portion
26 of the light source unit 9 with the rib 1004 of the frame
100¢, facility in assembling the light source unit 9 to the
image-reading apparatus 100 can be improved. Moreover, a
shift of the light source unit 9 relative to the image-reading
apparatus 100 in the main-scanning direction can be
restricted by fitting the cutout portion 26 with the rib 1004.

As illustrated in FIGS. 8 and 9, the image-reading appara-
tus 100 further includes a sheet-metal heat sink 13 and a fixing
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member 14. The sheet-metal heat sink 13 is a metallic mate-
rial for dissipating heat generated by light emission of the
light source unit 9, and is disposed in intimate contact with a
periphery except at least the diffusion unit 22a along a lon-
gitudinal direction of the LED diffusion case 22 (refer to FIG.
2). The fixing member 14 is a member for fixing the light
source unit 9 to the frame 100¢ of the image-reading appara-
tus 100 (rotating unit 1005). The fixing member 14 is config-
ured so as to be lockable to the frame 100¢ with an approach,
such as, for example, a snap-fit without using separate fixing
parts such as a screw.

As illustrated in FIG. 8, when the light source unit 9 is
assembled to the frame 100c¢, first, in a state in which the LED
array substrate 21 is inserted into the LED diftusion case 22
until the end face of the LED diffusion case 22 contacts the
connector 25, the cutout portion 26 of the LED array substrate
21 is fitted with the rib 1004 of the frame 100¢ to mount the
light source unit 9 in the frame 100c. Next, the sheet-metal
heat sink 13 is mounted so as to cover the periphery of the
light source unit 9. Then, the fixing member 14 is fixed to the
frame 100c¢ so as to cover the sheet-metal heat sink 13.

Inthis way, in the present embodiment, the light source unit
9 can be assembled to the image-reading apparatus 100 with-
out using fixing parts such as a screw, which improves the
ease ofassembly. In addition, the LED diffusion case 22 of the
light source unit 9 is disposed between the rib 1004 provided
in the frame 100c¢ and the connector 25 of the LED array
substrate 21. Even when the precision of the positions of the
connector 25 and the cutout portion 26 of the LED array
substrate 21, and the precision of the length of the LED
diffusion case 22 in the main-scanning direction are taken
into consideration, assembly with a precision within the
allowable range A of the deviation of the center of the pattern
24 is sufficiently possible, and the ripple suppression effect
can be sufficiently exerted.

In addition, the light source unit 15 of the second image-
reading unit 5 is also assembled to the image-reading appa-
ratus 100 in a configuration similar to that of the light source
unit 9 of the first image-reading unit 4. That is, the cutout
portion 26 of the light source unit 15 is fitted with the rib
provided in an enclosure of the body unit 100a of the image-
reading apparatus 100 such that the light source unit 15 can be
assembled to the image-reading apparatus 100 with a sheet-
metal heat sink 19 (refer to FIG. 2) or a fixing member which
is not illustrated.

In this way, the light source units 9 and 15 of the present
embodiment each include the LED array substrate 21 on
which the plurality of LEDs 23 which emit light toward the
medium whose image is read by the image sensors 12 and 18
are arranged in the main-scanning direction, and the diffusion
unit 22a¢ which transmits the light emitted from the LED 23
and diffuses the light therein. The pattern 24 which sup-
presses emission of light to the outside is formed at a position
opposite to each of the plurality of LEDs 23 in the diffusion
unit 22a.

This configuration allows suppression of the illuminance
unevenness of the emitted light because the pattern 24 can
decrease the transmission quantity of the emitted light and
suppress emission of the emitted light partially at a position
where the illuminance of the light emitted from the diffusion
unit 22a onto the medium is larger. As a result, in the con-
figuration in which the plurality of light-emitting elements
(LEDs 23) are arranged in a straight line, generation of the
ripple can be suppressed in a linear light emitted onto the
medium to be lighted.

The effect of the present embodiment will be further
described with reference to FIGS. 11 and 12. FIG. 11 is a
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diagram illustrating RGB gradation of medium image data
generated in a medium-reading apparatus having a diffusion
unit 22¢ without the pattern 24 as a comparative example.
FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating RGB gradation of medium
image data generated in a medium-reading apparatus of the
present embodiment which has the pattern 24 in the diffusion
unit 22a. In FIGS. 11 and 12, a horizontal axis indicates a
position (mm) of the image data in the main-scanning direc-
tion, and a vertical axis indicates gradation. In addition, in
FIGS. 11 and 12, a fine dotted line illustrates transition of a
red gradation value (R_ave), a rough dotted line illustrates
transition of a green gradation value (G_ave), and a dashed
dotted line illustrates transition of a blue gradation value
(B_ave) at each position.

As illustrated in FIG. 11, the comparative example without
the pattern 24 in the diffusion unit 224 illustrates that the RGB
gradation varies periodically along the main-scanning direc-
tion, and that a ripple is generated in the light emitted onto the
medium. In contrast, as illustrated in FIG. 12, the configura-
tion of the present embodiment with the pattern 24 in the
diffusion unit 224 illustrates that the periodic variation of the
RGB gradation found in the comparative example is
decreased, and that the ripple is suppressed. That is, accord-
ing to FIGS. 11 and 12, generation of the ripple is confirmed
to be suppressed in the light emitted onto the medium as in the
light source units 9 and 15 of the present embodiment by
formation of the pattern 24 in the diffusion unit 22a of the
LED diffusion case 22.

[Variation]

Next, a variation of the embodiment will be described with
reference to FI1G. 13. FIG. 13 is a schematic view illustrating
avariation of a shape of a pattern printed in a diffusion unit of
an LED diffusion case. As illustrated in FIG. 13, a shape of the
pattern printed in a diffusion unit 22a of an LED diffusion
case 22 may be a shape different from the rhombus-shaped
pattern 24 of the above-described embodiment.

For example, the pattern may be configured so that one dot
is disposed right above an optical axis of an LED 23 as shown
in a pattern 24q illustrated in FIG. 13. The pattern may be
configured so that halftone dots are disposed in a square shape
with a central position of the square coinciding with a position
of'the optical axis as shown in a pattern 24b. That is, what is
necessary is only to satisfy a condition that a central position
of the pattern shape is disposed so as to coincide with a
position through which the optical axis of each LED 23
passes.

In addition, as shown in the pattern 24c illustrated in FIG.
13, the pattern may be configured so that the pattern has a
rhombus shape similar to that of the pattern 24 of the embodi-
ment, an area of each dot of the halftone dots is made larger,
and the number of the dots disposed in the pattern is
decreased, as compared with the pattern 24, or as shown in the
pattern 244, the pattern may be configured so that the area of
each dot of the halftone dots is made smaller, and the number
of the dots disposed in the pattern is increased. In this case,
density of the halftone dots in the pattern may be made iden-
tical to that of the pattern 24 of the embodiment.

Moreover, as shown in the pattern 24e illustrated in FIG.
13, the pattern may be configured so that the halftone dots are
disposed in a square shape, a size of each dot of the halftone
dots is largest at the central position of the pattern shape and
is incrementally smaller with distance from the central posi-
tion in the main-scanning direction and the sub-scanning
direction.

The embodiment of the present invention has been
described above, but the above-described embodiment is pre-
sented by way of example and is not intended to limit the
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scope of the invention. The above-described embodiment can
be implemented in various other forms, and various exclu-
sions, replacements, and changes may be made without
departing from the spirit of the invention. The above-de-
scribed embodiment and variation are included within the
spirit and scope of the invention, and within the scope of the
invention designated in the appended claims and equivalents
thereof.

The above-described embodiment illustrates the configu-
ration in which the pattern 24 is printed on the medium side of
the outer surface of the diffusion unit 224 of the LED diffu-
sion case 22, but may have a configuration in which the
pattern 24 is printed on the side of the LED array substrate 21
of the inner surface of the diffusion unit 22a. Moreover, the
pattern 24 may be formed in the diffusion unit 224 ofthe LED
diffusion case 22 by approaches other than printing.

Furthermore, the above-described embodiment illustrates
that the shape of'the pattern 24 is formed so that the degree of
suppression of light emission from the diffusion unit 22a to
the outside decreases both in the main-scanning direction and
the sub-scanning direction, but may have a configuration in
which the degree of suppression decreases only in the main-
scanning direction.

The above-described embodiment illustrates the configu-
ration in which the light source units 9 and 15 are LED array
lighting having the plurality of LEDs 23, but the light source
units 9 and 15 only need to have a plurality of light-emitting
elements which can emit light linearly onto the medium, and
may use a light-emitting element other than an LED.

The above-described embodiment mentions the scanner
device as an example of the image-reading apparatus 100, and
more particularly, the automatic paper-feeding scanner which
causes a relative shift of the image sensor and the medium by
shifting the medium to be read relative to the image sensor,
but the scanner device may have another configurations, for
example, a flatbed scanner which shifts an image sensor rela-
tive to a medium.

The above-described embodiment illustrates the scanner
device as an example of the image-reading apparatus 100, but
the image-reading apparatus only need to be a device which
reads a medium to be read and generates image data, or a
device which can print on another medium, and can include
devices such as a copying machine, a facsimile machine, and
a character recognition device other than the scanner device.

According to the present invention, since outward emis-
sion of light can be partially suppressed with a pattern at a
position in a vicinity of an optical axis of a light-emitting
element where illuminance of the light emitted onto a
medium is higher, generation of a ripple can be suppressed in
the linear light emitted onto the medium to be lighted.

Although the invention has been described with respect to
specific embodiments for a complete and clear disclosure, the
appended claims are not to be thus limited but are to be
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construed as embodying all modifications and alternative
constructions that may occur to one skilled in the art that
fairly fall within the basic teaching herein set forth.

What is claimed is:

1. An image-reading apparatus comprising:

a light source unit that includes,

a light source section on which a plurality of light-emitting
elements that emit light toward a medium whose image
is read by an image-capturing unit are arranged in a
main-scanning direction, and

a diffusion unit that transmits and diffuses therein the light
emitted from the light-emitting elements,

wherein a pattern for suppressing light emission to an
outside is formed at a position opposite to each of the
plurality of light-emitting elements in the diffusion unit;

a rib provided in a frame of the image-reading apparatus,
the rib being capable of being fitted with a cutout portion
when the light source unit is assembled; and

a fixing member for fixing the light source unit to the frame
with the cutout portion being fitted with the rib and the
light source unit being mounted on the frame, wherein

the light source section of the light source unit includes a
connector provided at one end of the main-scanning
direction and the cutout portion provided at the other end
of the main-scanning direction,

the diffusion unit of the light source unit has a shape
through which the light source section is inserted,

a size of the diffusion unit in the main-scanning direction is
equal to or shorter than a distance between the connector
and the cutout portion.

2. The image-reading apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein, in the light source unit, the pattern is formed so that
the degree of suppression decreases with distance from the
position through which the optical axis passes in an sub-
scanning direction.

3. The image-reading apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein, in the light source unit, the pattern is a dot pattern
that includes diagonal lines along the main-scanning direc-
tion and the sub-scanning direction, the dot pattern being
disposed inside a rhombus with a point of intersection of the
diagonal lines being the position through which the optical
axis passes.

4. The image-reading apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein, in the light source unit, the pattern is formed at a
position through which an optical axis of each of the light-
emitting elements passes.

5. The image-reading apparatus according to claim 4,
wherein, in the light source unit, the pattern is formed so that
the degree of suppression decreases with distance from the
position through which the optical axis passes in the main-
scanning direction.



